Clacton Rugby Club
Clacton 

35 points;
Writtle Wanderers

12 points

Essex League – Division One
Saturday 1st October 2011 

When a rugby team runs in five tries in a game, it is invariably the try scorers who grab the headlines.  However, after Saturday’s fixture, Clacton coach Matt Mahoney was quick to point out that it was the front row of his scrum – Simon Anderson, Dan Wigfall, Sam Mahoney and half time replacement, Shane Jerram – that had provided the platform for this first win of the season.  It also helped having scrum-half Richard Brannan back in place, allowing Darren Tully to return to full back.
Writtle were returning to Division One after their promotion at the end of last season, but their trip to Vista Road was blighted by traffic problems, and the kick-off was delayed by 15 minutes.  When things eventually got underway in the sweltering conditions, it was the visitors who started the stronger, and many on the touchline thought they had driven the ball over the Clacton line for a score inside two minutes.  However, the referee deemed that the ball had been held up, and the Seasiders managed to clear the 5-metre scrum.

The Clacton defence had to be at its best to withstand the early pressure, and it was rather against the run of play after a quarter of an hour when a clearing kick by Darren Tully was misjudged by one of the Writtle backs.  Grant Jarmain seized on the error, and raced in close to the posts, leaving Darren Tully a comfortable conversion.

Despite the territorial pressure by Writtle, they seemed short of ideas on how to breach the Clacton defence, and it was the home captain, Jake Buxey, who showed them how it was done on 35 minutes.  He spotted a gap in the cover, and plunged over between the posts to ensure another kickable conversion.

Four minutes later, the Clacton scrum won the ball again, and a neat interchange between Richard Brannan and Darren Tully saw the latter score, and he was also able to convert the try to give a half-time score of 21-0.

Front row Sam Mahoney was withdrawn at half time, and his place taken by Shane Jerram, and within four minutes of the restart, Clacton went further in front.  Grant Jarmain’s quick throw to Jake Buxey caught the visitors off guard, and the captain was able to secure the four-try bonus point.

Despite the scoreline, the Writtle players never showed any signs of throwing in the towel, and still played with the same intensity.  A 60th-minute injury to Tyler Fitzpatrick saw Aaron Redpath introduced and, within five minutes, he had scored.  Intercepting a misplaced pass in his own half, he outpaced the visitors to get under the posts, leaving Darren Tully another comfortable two extra points.
Seamus McGowan replaced Ben Buxey for the closing stages as it appeared that Clacton took their foot off the pedal, and started to look a little disorganised.  The visitors took their chance to score two tries in the last six minutes, but it had no effect on the final outcome – a resounding win for Clacton by 35-12.

All the players from both sides should be congratulated for their efforts in the summer-like conditions, aided by the sensible refereeing of Darryl Chapman.

There were many contenders for the Lonsdale Landscapes man-of-the-match award, but the final vote went to Dan Wigfall.

Next week Clacton travel to Billericay for their Essex League fixture.  Kick-off is at 3.00 pm.

Clacton Kestrels were unable to match the first team’s win when lost to Brightlingsea Pirates 46-17.  Travelling to Strangers Corner with a slightly depleted squad, manager Alan Lee was disappointed with the display and outcome, and will be looking for an improvement this week when Mersea Rhinos are scheduled to visit Vista Road.  Kick-off is also 3.00 pm

